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FIRST (MOUNTED RIFLES) CONTINGENT.

ENROLLED, in the first instance, as a company of infantry ; bnt mounted
in South Africa. Preference was given to men who were or had been

serving in the local or other military forces. They were also required to be good

shots, and to pass a medical examination as regards physical fitness.

Establishment.—1 captain, 3 subalterns, 1 medical officer, 1 colour-sergeant,

7 sergeants, 7 corporals, 6 lance-corporals, 1 bugler, 99 privates ; total, 5 officers,

121 of other ranks. Captain G. R. Lascelles, Royal Fusiliers, accompanied the

Contingent for special service, and acted as adjutant of the combined battalion.

For pay, uniform, etc., vide p. 342.

Promotions.

Captain F. H. Howland, to be Major, 5th September, 1900.

Lieutenant J. H. Stapleton, to be Captain, 5th September, 1900.

Lieutenant F. M. Blair, recommended and approved for Captain, 10th December,
1900.

Sergeant A. W. Johnstone, to be Lieutenant, 21st March, 1900.

Corporals G. E. H. Noblett, W. C. N. Waite, and Trooper J. H. Shearer, were

promoted Lieutenants in Fifth and Sixth Contingents.

Sergeant F. Laycock, promoted Lieutenant, 8th Australian Commonwealth
Horse.

For promotions of N.C.O.'s and men, vide nominal roll.

Service.

The company embarked at Port Adelaide on the transport Medic, 2nd November,
1899, and disembarked at Cape Town on 25th November. They were encamped
at Maitland until 1st December, on which day they entrained and proceeded to

De Aar ; from there marched to Belmont, where the Contingent formed part of

the Australian Regiment under Colonel J. C. Hoad ; vide 1st Victorian Contingent.

On 10th December, marched to Enslin, under orders from Lieutenant-General

Lord Methuen, to relieve the Gordon Highlanders. At Enslin the Regiment was
held in reserve for Magersfontein, but was not required.

Returned to Naauwpoort about the end of January ; then went to Rensburg,
and from there to Maeder's Farm, where they were supplied with horses, and
converted into Mounted Infantry. In the fighting which took place at Hopkirk's
Farm (when the Boers with a very strong force attacked the whole of Clements'

extended line), Lieutenant J. W. Powell was killed. Owing to the superior strength

of the Boers, the force to which the regiment was attached had to fall back on
Rensburg, and, eventually, to Arundel, where some casualties were sustained.

From there the Contingent was sent to join the Berkshire Regiment, under Major
M'Oracken. On the retirement of the Boers, the Column, under General Clements,

advanced to Norval's Pont, where the Contingent crossed the Orange River and
took part in the march to Bloemfontein, under Major Dauncey of the Inniskillings.

At Bloemfontein the First and Second Contingents formed the South Australian

Mounted Rifles.

In the retirement on Arundel, which commenced at midnight, 13th-14th Feb-
ruary, 1900, the South Australians formed the rear-guard ; a position of honour
and responsibility, as General Clements' men had been without rest or sleep for

nearly 48 hours. Notwithstanding these great exertions, Captain Lascelles,

Royal Fusiliers, who was acting as adjutant, on arriving in the neighbourhood
of Arundel, went back with a mixed body of volunteers, mostly South Australians

to endeavour to bring in or assist some infantry who had been left behind. On
the 20th, the Boers again attacked Clements, but were driven back. During the
next eight days there was constant fighting, in which the Contingent took their

share. In the advance from Arundel on the 28th, they again formed the rear-guard.

When General Clements was preparing to cross the Orange River (8th March),
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the South Australians were seat forward to the front at Norval's Pont, where they

were in contact with the enemy until the 15th, when the force crossed. During

the march through the Orange State, the squadron was on the right of the Column.

For further particulars of service, vide Second Contingent.

The Contingent embarked at Cape Town on 3rd November. 1900, in the transport

Harlech Castle, and disembarked at Adelaide on 30th November, Granted a bonus

of 30 days' pay by the South Australian Government. Disbanded, 30th November,
1900.

Captain Ilumphris and 25 men of the Second Contingent, having urgent private

business, returned to Australia with the First Contingent.

War Services and Honours.

Howlawi, Major F. H.—Operations in Cane Colony, Transvaal, and Orange
River Colony, between December, 1899, and October, 1900. Actions at Colesberg,

Johannesburg, Pretoria, Diamond Hill, and Belfast. Queen's Medal with five clasps.

Staple-ton, Captain J. H.—Operations as stated. Actions at Diamond Hill

and Belfast. Despatches, London Gazette, 16th April, 1901. D.S.O. Queen's

Medal with four clasps.

Blair, Lieutenant F. M.—Operations and actions as stated first above. Queen's

Medal with five clasps.

Powell, Lieutenant J, W.—Operations in Cape Colony. Killed in action 9th

February, 1900.

Toll, Captain (Medical Staff) J. T.—Operations as stated. Died at sea on

s.s. Australasia, 20th June, 1900, when returning to Australia, invalided.

Johnstone, Lieutenant A. W. Operations as stated. Queen's Medal with three

clasps.

Nominal Roll.

No. arut Name. Rank. Remarks

Howland, Frederick Henry
Lascelles, G. R.

Toll, J. T.

Stapleton, John Henry
Blair, Francis Malcolm
Powell, J. W.

] Kubale, J. C.

119. Johnstone, A. YV.

3. Watson. A. W.
4. Laycock, F. .

.

6. Schwan, W. .

.

7. Thomas, W. .

.

2. Doherty, H. 1\

68. Hanley, T. .

.

5. Heinjus, J. H.

10. Klaffer, T. J.

9. MoGillvray, James
86. Mcintosh, N. A.

li. Noblett, G. E. H.

Offickks.

Captain
Captain (Royal

Fusiliers)

Captain (Medical

Staff)

Lieutenant

N.CO.'s and Mas
Colour-Sergeant

Sergeant

Corporal

In command
Adjutant

Died at sea on s.s. Australasia,

when returning invalided

Killed at Rensburg, 9.2.00

Slightly wounded at Wanderlover
7.9.00

Vide " Promotions "

Vide " Promotions "

Quartermaster-Sergeant. In-

valided, to Australia, arrived

10.8.00

Died of enteric at N*auwpoort
26.4.00

Died at Wynberg, 12.10.00

Sergeant

Vide " Promotion!
"
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Nominal Roll

—

continued.

No. and Name. Rank.

N.C.O.' s and Men—contini

11. Waite, W. C. N. Corporal

8. Wilson. F. M. E. 0. .

.

»» • •

78. Barron, R. T. Lance-Corporal

13. Cooper. A. W. R. II

73. Muir, F. II

12. Oldham, D. C. ,,

70. Rispin, A. C. ,,

16. Walter, J. C. ,,

15. Glieman, T. W. Corporal-Bugler

18. Aiston, G. .

.

Private

66. Angrove, A. .

.

,,

77. Aldersey, W. E. »> • •

29. Alexander, J. J. 9*

81. Butefisch, W. n
32. Beecken, A. N. >»

47. Brown, J. R. »>

93. Burton, T. P. M • •

48. Bennett, J. .

.

l»

59. Bradshaw, C. H. 99

64. Bristow, E. .

.

l>

88. Bates, A. S. .

.

II

112. Bothe, A. II

84. Brisbane, A. II

17. Cornish, F. C. II

21. Carson, A. E. II • '

43. Collins, F. W. ,, . .

100. Cameron, A. D. K. ,, . .

19. Duncan, E. T. 99 • •

92. Davis, G. C. .

.

11

35. Dawson, T. .

.

II

87. Dew, M. J. .

.

II

103. Earle, J. 11

98. Eversley, H. E. 11

101. Ewens, A. E. 11

80. Edge, A. »>

115. Forbes, J. .

.

>> • '

26. Foreman, W. J. »>

89. Gilbert, L. .

.

99

31. Hanson, E. H. ,,

37. Hood, T. >>

53. Holland, T. .

.

If

60. Hav, J. G. .

.

IJ • •

61. Hill, R. I,

105. Hare, J. L. .

.

?»

49. Holland, W. .

.

yy

33. Hawke, H. E. ft

25. Howe, S. M . .

44. Jenkinson, T. R. »»

71. Jones, S. R. .

.

,,

116. Justice, W. j j

24. Kelly, W. J. >3

34. Keith, C. J. .

.

,,

91. Kilsby, A. J. ,,

75. Leane, F. T. ,,

106. Larson, J. B. T. >* ' '

20. Malone, M. .

.

99

22. McBeth, J. C. J. n

Remarks.

Vide "Promotions"
Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

Sergeant

Invalided to Auatralia, arr.

19.11.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 11.6.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 11.6.00

Lance-Corporal
Invalided to Australia, arr. 11.6.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

Invalided to Australia, arr.

19.11.00

Missing ; date not recorded

Corporal
Invalided to Australia, arr.

19.11.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

C.4720.



346

Nominal Roll

—

continued.

No. and Name.

113. Murch, A. E.

42. Merrotsy, G. L.

50. Macdonald, R.

56. Marshall, T. .

.

58. McGarish, A.

94. Macarthur, D.

102. Malone, R. A.

107. Moloney, C. .

.

108. McLeod, D. .

.

104. Mackenzie, W. H.

45. Mason, C. F.

109. Morphett, H. L. A.

110. Mander, J. G.

27. Maley, J.

96. Matthews, F. G.

41. Nelson, O. .

.

97. Naughton, T. A.

56. Nixon, A. R.

74. Noblett, J. E.

54. Owen, R. W.

28. Paltridge, G. R.

30. Provis, F. H.

76. Pinstney, S. C.

65. Pope, J.

120. Parsons, J. W.
121. Petrie, J. E.

79. Raymond, L. S.

23. Rust, W.
38. Reid, J.

52. Ruddock, J. W.
39. Suffolk, W. C.

40. Stephens, T. H.
63. Simpson, A. .

.

36. Swanson, J. H.
51. Short, R.

46. Smith, G.

82. Shearer, J. H.
95. Stacey, N. A. J.

114. Scott, A. E.

118. Smith, W. E.

62. Schmidt, S. J.

57. Tavemer, J. G.

69. Thompson, D.

83. Toole, J.

67. Ware, W. T.

72. Warnes, E. C.

85. Whitehead, W.
90. Wauo.hope, F. H.
111. Whitley, F. .

.

117. Walters, W. ..

99. Wilkie, W. H.

Bank. Remarks.

N.C.O.'s and Men—continued.

Private . . Missing ; date not recorded

Slightly wounded at Wanderlover,

7.9.00. Invalided to Australia ;

arr. 28.2.01

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

Invalided to Australia, arr.

19.11.00

Invalided to Australia, arr.

17.12.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

" " "
«?v'

Died of fever, Deelfontein, 7.4.00

Invalided to Australia arr. 11.6.00

Lance-Corporal
Invalided to Australia, arr.

17.12.00

Taken prisoner by the enemy.

Invalided to Australia, arr.

23.7.01

Missing ; date not recorded

Invalided to Australia, arr. 11.6.00

Lance-Corporal

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

Vide " Promotions "

Lance-Corporal

Killed in action, 18.2.00

Invalided to Australia, arr.

19.11.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00

Invalided to Australia, arr. 10.8.00




